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Anno 1716: The issi lica di Venezia ¢ the victory over the Turks in the siege of Corfu. Don
Antonio Vivaldi is to compose a Sacrum militare oratorio for the occasion. The biblical story about the brave Judith
and General Holofernes seemed suitable to symbolise the glory and power of the Republic. The first performance by
the orphan girls of the Ospedale della Pieta in November 1716 was a complete success.

Anno 1716: Die Serenissima Repubblica di Venezia feiert den Sieg iiber die Tuirken bei der Belagerung von Korfu. Don
Antonio Vivaldi soll dafiir ein Sacrum militare Oratorium komponieren. Die biblische Geschichte um die tapfere Judith
und General Holofernes schien geeignet, Ruhm und Macht der Republik zu versinnbildlichen. Die erste Auffiihrung
durch die Waisenmadchen des Ospedale della Pieta im November 1716 wurde ein voller Erfolg.

Juditha | LUCIANA MANCINI | mezzosoprano
Holofernes | ELENA BISCUOLA | mezzosoprano

Vagaus | SILVIA FRIGATO | soprano

Abra| FRANCESCA LOMBARDI MAZZULLI | soprano
Ozia| MARTA FUMAGALLI | mezzosoprano

CORO ACCADEMIA DELLO SPIRITO SANTO | FRANCESCO PINAMONTI | artistic director
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ENSEMBLE LORENZO DA PONTE
ROBERTO ZARPELLON | conductor

iz \
\;ﬂ\ ‘L =i h BRI | poommomms e

Vivaldi's oratorio Juditha triumphans is not only a musical military exercise (it is indeed explicitly called "Sacrum militare
oratorio") during the Turkish siege of Corfu in 1716, which was delicate for Venice, but also an impressive performance
show of the vocal and instrumental possibilities of the Ospedale della Pieta. The orchestra comes up with an extraordinary
wealth of instruments, some of them unusual, even by Vivaldi's standards: Chalumeau, two clarinets, four theorbos, viola
d'amore and mandolin, among others, are called for.
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